Principal’s Note

Dear Families
Thank you for your perseverance, patience and support during these trying and
stressful times and please take delight in the pages of our newsletter as you look
at incidences of joy, learning new skills, collaboration, contribution, humour, and
mutually enjoyable interaction.
Each article and photograph illustrates, that, though we have experienced
significant difficulties during the last few months, we are capable of fine and
wonderful things and able to retain a sense of what it means to be a human
being.
What the rest of the year holds, I am unsure, what I am sure of is that, in line with
the Department of Education and Training (DET), the wellbeing and particularly
the mental health of every student and member of staff is the highest priority. This
means that, though literacy and numeracy will continue to remain a focus, our
aim is to support the social and emotional learning of our students alongside our
curriculum-based learning; and meet our students at their point of need.
In the first week of term four (5-9th October), remote and flexible learning
will continue for all students and on-site attendance will continue in limited
circumstances consistent with previous guidelines (please see our website).
In the second week of term four (12-16th October), year 11 and year 12 students
will attend on-site schooling full time and year 10 students enrolled in a VCAL/
VET programme will attend on-site for those classes, which, normally, are on
Fridays.
Years 7-10 will continue with remote and flexible learning until further notice.
Details of any further DET initiatives regarding remote and flexible learning,
will be placed on our website and families will receive a text notification of the
placement.
Finally, again thank you for your efforts in supporting your child and our school
and please contact me on 0425 800 054 at any time with any concerns regarding
your child’s needs and our school operation.
Regards
Gary Power
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HUMANITIES
Civics and Citizenship during remote
learning
Students engaged in humanities during remote learning have been incredible. Completing
work on Civics and Citizenship has for many been challenging and difficult. A complicated
topic, exploring the history of how we became a nation through Federation, how colonising
Australia by Britain affected indigenous people and the establishment
of the Australian Constitution and the structure of the Federal, State
and Local governments demanded a consistent focus and effort from
our year 7 and 8 students. Teaching this topic at the best of times in
the classroom can be challenging.
Without the beautiful support of Parents/
Caregivers teaching Civics and Citizenship
during remote learning would have
been far more difficult as a teacher. So,
I congratulate the mighty effort by my
students and the support provided day
after day at home.
Thank you
Peter

ENGLISH
As a part of the unit on persuasive writing students
were given a learning task to develop a poster on
local or global issue. Here is an example from Blue
Group student Lija.

MATHS
During Term 3 in Mathematics, students completed
work related to the topic of measurement. Students
completed work on: perimeter, area, volume and
converting units of measure. Measurement can be
a difficult concept to grasp, especially when learning
remotely at home, but the students in Blue Group
showed a great attitude towards their learning and
engaged in a variety of activities such as: practical
experiments, measuring at home, online Microsoft
Forms and live Kahoot Challenges.
Brendan McKernan

Lija's Persuasive Writing piece
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MATHS
During remote learning, Yellow Group studied a unit on measurement. This unit
exposed students to a variety of topics including perimeter, area, volume of 3D
shapes and unit of conversions. Despite the challenges associated with remote
learning, students consistently submitted high-quality math work. The most
impressive feature of their work was the level of detail and extensive working
out. This illustrated their high level of engagement.
Student engagement continued to increase, especially after the introduction of
synchronous teaching (video-meeting conferences). Many students showed
engagement through participating in lengthy discussions in relation to the
math weekly tasks. The enthusiasm of students was further displayed by their
intelligent math questions and by their willingness to learn and improve. We
look forward to the next term of teaching and learning.
Andrew Tadros

Yellow Group Student's 2D and 3D Nets

DAN, TRISH & GARY'S PROJECT

Gary and Dan
Dan

Brett, Ben and Dan

Dan and Ben

LIVE ONLINE COOKING
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BEHIND THE SCENES...

Jack and Brendan

Brendan

Jack and Brendan

Brendan, Ben
and Jack

Brendan, Ben
and Steph
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Steph and Declan

Brendan, Ben
and Steph

Ben and Brandon

Brendan and Brandon

ONLINE CHEF'S IN ACTION

Jack, Brendan, Ben, Levi, Jenna and Trin

Jack, Brendan, Ben, Rory, Levi, Jenna,
Sachin and Steph
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As part of health and wellbeing, during remote
learning, students focused on 5 areas of wellbeing.
Gratitude, Sleep, Exercise, Healthy Eating and
Mindfulness. To support students completing tasks
at home, staff ran live online cooking lessons on
Webex where students followed through a recipe.
This was a successful program and many students
produced some wonderful meals and treats. This
lesson developed many life skills for students, such
as: planning, measuring, organisation, independence
and team work.
Brendan McKernan

STUDENT & STAFF KITCHENS
Jake's Kitchen

Eri's Kitchen

Jenna's Kitchen

Jack's Kitchen
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MATHS

In Math, we were delighted with the progress that students made in remote
learning. For the term, our unit on Measurement covered a range of topics including
area, perimeter and volume. Towards the middle of the term, our Math team
decided to provide video-conferencing to further support students to understand
these topics.
Our cohort was able to demonstrate their understanding of these topics in a
variety of ways. This included kinaesthetic/ hands-on tasks such as measuring
the perimeter of rooms in the household. In addition, we provided opportunities for
students to show their understanding through Math games and worksheets . In this
way, our teaching styles were catered to suit the different learning preferences.
Such an approach enabled students to maximise their academic growth.
Although strong growth was
displayed by many students,
remote learning posed many
different challenges. The
response from students to
these challenges revealed their
resilience and mental strength.
We were proud of their ability
to overcome such challenges,
especially during these
unprecedented times.
Andrew Tadros

HUMANITIES

Red Group student's Nets

Students for remote learning topic in Civics and Citizenship was, “How Government
Works”
Focus areas of understandings investigated were:
• Citizenship, Federation and the Constitution.
• Significant events: History of Liberal & Labor Parties (Australian Political System)
• Three levels of Government.
• How Laws are Made.
• National Cabinet Victoria COVID19 outbreak policies.
• Government funding Indigenous Remote Communities.
• Project based Government policy tasks.
Well done to all students on your fantastic efforts during this difficult time of
COVID19.
Brett Joyce
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RED GROUP
ENGLISH
RED IS THE MOST PERSUASIVE OF COLOURS
Term three, a term to remember…or perhaps forget.
In all seriousness, we are so very proud of our students and their adaptability throughout
this term. The progression into synchronous learning went far smoother than predicted,
all thanks to the effort and flexibility our wonderful students demonstrated.
We kicked off the term’s persuasive unit by reading a range of thought provoking and
relevant texts, which addressed local and global issues; such as, the rights of refugees,
plastic pollution and a range of other topics. Students did an outstanding job of identifying
and analysing the structure, arguments and persuasive techniques used by the authors.
It then came time for our Red Group students to use all their knowledge of this text type
to create their own persuasive pieces. Students selected an issue or topic they wanted
to further explore and created a range of unique and captivating writing pieces. I was
delighted to read petition letters and opinion articles related to topics that students felt
passionate about. These included human rights issues, problems affecting our planet
and animals as well as a convincing appeal
for students to have a choice in either learning
remotely or within a classroom once the
pandemic has ended.
This past term has seen a few trials and
tribulations, but more importantly it has been
heart-warming to see the self- determination
and resilience you have all displayed.
Well Done Reddies!
Jenna Skinner

An empty Red room

VCAL
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
This term during Personal Development, the first three weeks while on site at school were
spent looking at communities and issues that affect communities. After the announcement
to move back to remote learning, students spent time researching specific issues, looking
at promotions and campaigns as well as re-connecting with their mentee from Term 2.
Students also had the opportunity to plan an online community-based activity, which was a
great success. Furthermore, students were able to listen to a guest speaker who has been
a part of many different work communities such as the army reserves, the fitness industry
and now the fire brigade. Excited for what Term 4 brings and the planning of some fun
community activities within the school.
Daniel Bruce
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WALL-E IS WORTH THE WATCH
Hello, today I’m going to explain why I firmly believe that the Wall-E film is essential viewing, and a
perfect film. Before I begin, the film was made by Pixar as part of Disney, and was directed by Andrew
Stanton, who had previously directed Finding Nemo. I have three points to explain why I see it as such
a good movie, those being that it has a beautiful aesthetic with the visual and sound design, the film
has a serious important message but is still positive, and Wall-E’s characters and cute, expressive and
likeable. I hope that I convince you how good of a movie this is with this essay.
Firstly, Wall-E is a perfect movie due to its serious message and still optimistic feel. The film centres
around a robot called Wall-E, on earth of the far future. Due to litter and pollution, the humans were
sent to a giant spaceship to temporarily live while the Wall-E bots cleaned up earth. However, this plan
was unsuccessful as the Wall-E bots broke down, so the humans are stuck on that ship to live forever,
where due to the advanced technology, they have developed extremely unhealthy lifestyles. The last
Wall-E, who the movie is about, has developed a personality, and finds a plant in a boot, which means
the humans go back to Earth. With the help of an Eve bot, the film shows the robot trying to get the
plant to the ships captain and try to make life sustainable on earth again. The film does a great job at
showing how bad pollution will get if we don’t stop it, and also discourages lazy lifestyles. To conclude,
Wall-E has a very powerful message and lesson to be learnt, but still manages to be a feel-good
movie.
Secondly, Wall-E is a perfect movie because of the aesthetic created by its gorgeous visual and
sound design. Pixar have always been known for their beautiful computer graphics, but they have
outdone themselves with this film. The earth that is shown in the movie looks grey and yellow, and
Wall-E’s trash boxes cover the earth. While this may sound disgusting, it is very effective in getting
the message across. The film is also set in space on the ship where the humans are, so we get some
absolutely beautiful shots of the stars and galaxy, and the ship itself looks very immersive and has a
great futuristic design. The soundtrack, done by Thomas Newman, fits every scene great, and he also
uses some funny and otherwise good sound effects. Also, the movie uses some real-life songs from
the 1960s, Louis Armstrong for example. To conclude, Wall-E is a very immersive and gorgeous film,
making it a perfect film.
Finally, Wall-E is a perfect movie because of its adorable and memorable characters. You may be
wondering how the movie can be so feel good and positive with such a dark message, well I firmly
believe that this is because of the characters. The main character, Wall-E, is a very curious and friendly
robot. When the Eve robot is sent to earth to search for plant life, he immediately befriends her. While
she is serious and concentrated on her job at first, she also falls in love with him. When she finds his
plant, she shuts down and sends a signal to the ship to be picked up. On the ship, there are actually
hundreds of bots, each with a purpose to service the humans. Even though they are just robots, the
animators managed to make them all unique, cute and likeable even if they can’t speak. For example,
the MO is a small cleaning bot who gets annoyed at Wall-E due to his dirtiness, but eventually MO will
help Wall-E and Eve out. These robots are very interesting to watch and read about in my opinion, as
they all have unique characteristics and names. There are also
some human characters, such as the captain and other people
on the ship, who also befriend Wall-E. These characters create
many funny moments in the movie as well, adding an aspect
of humour. To finish, these unique, funny and cute characters
make the movie and its message less dark, and more positive,
making Wall-E even more of a perfect movie.
In conclusion, the combination of an important an serious
message, beautiful sound and visual design and funny and
adorable characters make the Disney Pixar film Wall-E a
perfect, must-see movie for anyone, especially families. These
reasons, plus how much I personally adore the movie, leave
me no choice but to give the movie five out of five stars. I hope
I have done a good job at convincing you to see Wall-E, and I
hope I haven’t spoiled the film too much.
Benji Loft- Red Group
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A NOTE FROM JANE
Hello from Jane – Secondary School
Nurse at KCHS.
Hello to all families at KCHS. I am the Secondary School Nurse and
I work with Steve and Marie and the health teachers to help promote
health and wellbeing at Kensington. I can usually be found at the school
on Mondays. We recognise that the current times may be raising extra
issues of concern for our young people, and would like to remind the
community of places to go for help and support, especially over the
upcoming holiday period.

When should I get help?
If you ever feel unable to cope because of overwhelming or intense
emotions, or
if you have any thoughts of harming yourself, then ask for help
immediately.
National 24/7 crisis services
• Lifeline: 13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au
• Suicide Call Back Service: 1300 659 467 or suicidecallbackservice.org.
au
• beyondblue: 1300 224 636 or beyondblue.org.au
Additional youth support services
• headspace: visit headspace.org.au for eheadspace or more
information
• Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800 or kidshelpline.com.au
• ReachOut: reachout.com
• SANE Australia: 1800 187 263 or sane.org
Talk with a trusted adult, such as a parent, teacher, school counsellor or
find out
if there is a headspace centre near you.
Speak to your local doctor or General Practitioner (GP) and help make a
plan for
your recovery. Or you can search for a health service and GP on
healthdirect.

KCHS VALUES

CARES

2020 TERM DATES
Department of Education and Training
Term 4:

5th October - 18th December

Public Holidays
Melbourne Cup Day 3rd November

